Georgia Statement on the agenda item EB 146/6
Ending Tuberculosis 
Honorable Chair, 
Director-General, 
Members of the Executive Board, 
Distinguished Delegates,

Thank you Chair.

Statement on Universal health coverage: moving together to build a healthier world

[bookmark: _GoBack]The government of Georgia committed to achieve universal coverage with high quality health services back in 2013, when the Universal Health Care Program was launched. The UHC program has made health care services affordable for over 90% of the population with the notable decrease in the out of pocket payment over the last 3 years. Although progress in access to health services has been substantial, concerns about overutilization of hospital services and constantly rising health care costs remain significant.  As we are quickly approaching deadlines for SDG goals on health and universal coverage, the importance of strengthening primary health care system becomes really crucial. 
The Government of Georgia is very keen to establish a well functional, integrated primary health care model to ensure adequate prevention and outpatient treatment of a wide variety of health conditions which if not detected and treated timely incur very high health care costs.  Ministry has increasingly supports decentralization and integration of essential health services into primary health care package. An integrated service delivery model has been launched last year for TB, HIV and Hep C, essential drugs were made available for 6 chronic conditions to improve management of NCD by primary care providers. Digital platforms are increasingly used to encourage reporting against performance indicators as well as create opportunities for e-learning and professional networking. Civil Society partners are increasingly engaged in PHC advocacy and preventive service delivery. Substantial investment is being made to upgrade physical infrastructure of rural clinics. Now, it’s a time to accelerate our interventions and utilize all possible means and resources for building capacity of primary care workers.
Georgia is in the process of developing its health strategy for the next strategy cycle. The strategy will include specific evidence based interventions to support comprehensive reforms of service delivery and health financing arrangements to minimize disparities in access and quality. We are about to join the Primary Health Care Performance Initiative to collaborate on an effort to showcase Georgia’s leadership in driving improvements in primary health care measurement and performance.
We highly appreciate all guidance and technical advice provided by the WHO on PHC related policies which we want to put in place for making the system truly people centered and results oriented.  
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